3RD. PASSION PREDICTION & ATTENDANT EVENTS
EXPLORING TODAY’S GOSPEL - MARK 10: 32-45

With this third prediction of the passion, Mark begins once more his cycle of
traditions: prediction, misunderstanding and instructions about discipleship.
The word describing the state of the disciples in some translations is
“daze” (Jerusalem Bible: “they were in a daze”). But even that translation ren-
ders the same word in 1:27 as “astonished” and in 10:24 as “astounded.” Either
of those would be preferable here, since Mark’s point appears to be the fear
inspired by Jesus’ resolute action in taklng the way to Jerusalem, which must
- —==w=wy 1€ad to his passion. Fear and astonishment regularly
=T accompany the reception of divine revelation in bibli-
Ml cal narratives, and Mark may want to give further

¢ A Y|l notice that Jesus’ fate accords with God’s will.
Il The request from James & John for places of spe-
"J cial honor receives several answers from Jesus.
| Honor comes only after suffering. God, not Jesus,
~ .| will determine such rankings. True honor means
serving, not ruling. Entry into Jesus’ glory is by the
same path for all: suffering. The passage is shaped in light of its nearness to
Jesus passion. The reference to Jesus’ glory is echoed in a saying of Jesus dur-
ing his trial and the figure of cup is used again by Jesus in Gethsemane. Per-
haps these verses are intended to say something about proper behavior in the
church. We are to deal with one another as God has dealt with us in Christ (v.
45). High rank in the church is not a matter of glory & power, it is a matter of
service & perhaps suffering. In political life, rule goes to the powerful, and they
use it for their own enrichment and comfort. “This is not to happen among

you,” Jesus says. - From “Invitation to Mark” by Paul J. Achtemeier -

With Lent of the sixth week, Great Lent proper ends. Saturday and Palm

Sunday form transition to the Passion Week. From Monday until Easter Sunday,
the church commemorates the passion and death of our Lord. The days from this
Saturday to Easter are “days of tears,” and days of more rigorous prayer and
fast. At the grave of his friend Lazarus, Christ wept; and after he raised Lazarus
from the dead, the Jews, “from that day devised to put him to death” (Jn. 11:53).
Even when he was about to enter Jerusalem in triumph, we read that “when he
saw the city, he wept over it but the chief priests and scribes and the leading men
of the people sought to destroy him” (Lk. 19:41-47). Christ referred to these days
as the “days when the Bridegroom shall be taken away from them, then shall
they fast in those days” (Lk. 5:35).
On the Saturday of Lazarus, the Saturday following the fifth Sunday of Lent,
the memory of the great miracles is renewed. The church rejoices in the fact that
Christ’s promise of our resurrection is sure, for even here on earth He displayed
His power to raise Lazarus from the dead. It was necessary for Christ to perform
such a public miracle that the people would have no doubt about Him. Jesus
knew that the dead man would someday be raised from death, but He wanted to
give a public expression of His knowledge. He knew that His word would create
and give life because God wills it so. When He cried out with a loud voice,
“Lazarus, come forth,” His words were addressed to all people. By these words
Christ asks us for our faith, strength and conviction. - Msgr. Basil Shereghy -
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SUNDAY, APRIL 5, 2009

FIFTH SUNDAY OF GREAT LENT - ST. MARY OF EGYPT
MNPM. MAPIA EBIEMNA - SANTA MARIA DE EGIPTO

GLORY TO JESUS CHRIST! GLORY FOREVER!
CJ1ABA ICYCY XPUCTY! CJIABA HA BIKA!
iGLORIA A JESUCRISTO! ;GLORIA PARA SIEMPRE!
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SCHEDULE PO3MNOPAOOK HORARIOS DE SERVICIOS

SUNDAY, APRIL 5: FIFTH SUNDAY OF GREAT LENT.
12:30 p.m. Divine Liturgy of St. Basil — For Parishioners & Benefactors.

Friday, April 10: Eve of Lazarus Saturday. Final Day of Great Lent.
7.30 pm: Divine Liturgy of the Presanctified Gifts.

SUNDAY, APRIL 12: SUNDAY OF FLOWERS. PALM SUNDAY.
12:30 p.m. Blessing of Branches. Procession.
Divine Liturgy of St. John Chrysostom — For Parishioners & Benefactors.

All are welcome in this church.  Please join us for worship.
BiTaemo Bcix BaMmu 00 Halla LepKBa.
Todos estan bienvenidos en esta iglesia.  Favor unirsenos para




DIVINE LITURGY - SUNDAY, APRIL 5, 2009
Multi-Lingual 2rd & 3rd. Antiphon responses:

- Save us, O Son of God / risen from the dead / save us who sing to

you: Alleluia -

- Cnacu Hac, CuHy Boxwui. / wo Bockpec i3 mepTBux / cniBaemo Tobi:

Anunys.

Salvanos Oh Hijo de Dios, / quien resucitaste de entre los muertos, te

cantamos: Aleluya.

TROPARION OF THE RESURRECTION, TONE 1: Though the stone had
been sealed by the Jews, / soldiers guarded your most pure body. / You
arose on the third day, O Savior, / granting life to the world. / The heav-
enly powers acclaim you, O Giver of Life: / “Glory to your resurrection, O
Christ / glory to your majesty, // glory to your plan of salvation, O you who

alone love humankind.”

TROPARION OF SAINT MARY OF EGYPT, TONE 8: Glory to the Father
and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; / In you, O Mother Mary, the divine
likeness shown forth faithfully, / for by taking up the cross, you followed
Christ. / You gave example not to be concerned with fleeting life, / but to
be watchful over the eternal soul. // Therefore, O venerable Mary, you

now rejoice with the angels.

KONTAKION OF SAINT MARY OF EGYPT, TONE 3: Now and ever and
forever. Amen. / Once filled with all kinds of vice, / now through repen-
tance she appears as the bride of Christ. / Leading an angelic life, she
crushes the devils with the help of the cross. // Therefore, the venerable

Mary has become a bride of the kingdom.

Prokeimenon (Tone 6): Let your kindness, O Lord be upon us / as we

have placed our hope in you. (Psalm 2: 22)

verse: Exalt, you righteous ones, in the Lord. Praise from the upright is

fitting. (Psalm 32: 1)

Alleluia Verses (Tone 1): (1) Itis God who avenges me. He has sub-

dued people under me. (Psalm 17:48)

(2) He has given great victories to his king, and shown his love for his

Anointed, for David and his children forever. (Psalm 17:51)
Instead of “It is truly proper . ..

Full of Grace, all creation rejoices. Glory to you, glory to you, glory to you.

Communion Hymn: Praise the Lord from the heavens. / Praise him in the
highest. Alleluia. (Ps. 148:1) 2nd Hymn: The just one shall be in everlast-

ing remembrance. An evil report she will not fear. Alleluia. (Ps. 111:6-7)

” (for Liturgy of St. Basil): In you, O Full
of Grace, the angelic choirs and the human race, as well as all creation,
rejoices. O sanctified temple, mystical paradise, and glory of virgins, he
who is our God from before all ages, took flesh from you and became a
child. He made your womb a throne, greater than the heavens. In you, O

A Reading from the Epistle to Hebrews
(9: 11-14) Brothers and Sisters: When Christ
came as high priest of the good things that have
‘M‘*ﬁé come to be, passing through the greater and
/. { more perfect tabernacle not made by hands, that
‘ ,% is, not belonging to this creation, he entered
't once for all into the sanctuary, not with the
‘z blood of goats and calves but with his own

blood, thus obtaining eternal redemption. For if
the blood of goats and bulls and the sprinkling of a heifer's ashes can
sanctify those who are defiled so that their flesh is cleansed, how much
more will the blood of Christ, who through the eternal spirit offered
himself unblemished to God, cleanse our consciences from dead works
to worship the living God.

A Reading from the Holy Gospel, according to Mark (10: 32-
45) At that time: Taking the Twelve aside again, he began to tell them
what was going to happen to him. Behold, we are going up to Jerusalem,
and the Son of Man will be handed over to the chief priests and the
scribes, and they will condemn him to death and hand him over to the
Gentiles who will mock him, spit upon him, scourge him, and put him to
death, but after three days he will rise. Then James and John, the sons
of Zebedee, came to him and said to him, Teacher, we want you to do for
us whatever we ask of you. He replied, What do you wish me to do for
you? They answered him, Grant that in your glory we may sit one at your
right and the other at your left. Jesus said to them, You do not know
what you are asking. Can you drink the cup that I drink or be baptized
with the baptism with which I am baptized? They said to him, We can.
Jesus said to them, The cup that I drink, you will drink, and with the
baptism with which I am baptized, you will be baptized; but to sit at my
right or at my left is not mine to give but is for those for whom it has
been prepared. When the ten heard this, they became indignant at
James and John. Jesus summoned them and said to them, You know
that those who are recognized as rulers over the Gentiles lord it over
them, and their great ones make their authority over them felt. But it
shall not be so among you. Rather, whoever wishes to be great among
you will be your servant; whoever wishes to be first among you will be
the slave of all. For the Son of Man did not come to be served but to
serve and to give his life as a ransom for many.

ATTENTION - MAIN SERVICES OF PASSION WEEK:
April 16-Great Thursday: 7.30 pm: Reading of 12 Passion Gospels.
April 17-Great Friday: 7.30 pm: Vespers. Procession with Plashchanitsa.
PASCHA-April 18 11.00 pm: Nadhrobne. Removal of the Plashchantisa.
April 19 12.00 am: Procession. Matins. Divine Liturgy.
Blessing of Paschal Food Baskets.
Please make plans now to attend these services with your families.




